
R
I
 P

A
 R

I
A

N
 

A
S

S
E
S

S
M

E
N

T
 

R
ip

ar
ia

n
 a

re
as

 
ar

e 
th

e 
b

io
lo

g
ic

al
ly

 
ri

ch
 

an
d

 
p

ro
d

u
ct

iv
e 

sh
o

re
lin

e 
ar

ea
s 

at
 

th
e 

ed
g

es
 

o
f 

la
ke

s,
 s

tr
ea

m
s,

 w
et

la
nd

s 
an

d
 r

iv
er

s.
 

A
 G

IS
-b

as
ed

 m
et

h
o

d
 a

nd
 d

at
a 

se
t 

w
as

 c
re

at
ed

 
to

 a
ss

es
s 

ri
p

ar
ia

n
 in

ta
ct

n
es

s 
(o

r 
co

n
d

it
io

n
) 

at
 a

 
w

at
er

sh
ed

 s
ca

le
, 

in
cl

ud
in

g
 la

ke
sh

o
re

s 
an

d
 

st
re

am
s.

 T
he

 r
ip

ar
ia

n 
ar

ea
 w

as
 a

ss
es

se
d

 f
o

r 
50

 
m

et
re

s 
b

ac
k 

fr
o

m
 t

he
 w

at
er

 li
ne

 a
nd

 g
iv

en
 a

n
 

in
ta

ct
ne

ss
 r

at
in

g
 b

as
ed

 o
n

 w
ha

t 
is

 v
is

ib
le

 f
ro

m
 

sa
te

lli
te

 im
ag

er
y.

 

IN
T

A
C

T
N

E
S

S
 R

A
T

IN
G

 

-

Ve
ge

ta
tio

n 
pr

es
en

t. 
Li

ttl
e 

or
 n

o 
hu

m
an

 
fo

ot
pr

in
t. 

-
Ve

ge
ta

tio
n 

pr
es

en
t. 

So
m

e 
hu

m
an

 
fo

ot
pr

in
t. 

- -

Ve
ge

ta
tio

n 
pr

es
en

t. 
Hu

m
an

 
fo

ot
pr

in
t 

pr
ev

al
en

t. 

Ve
ge

ta
tio

n 
m

os
tly

 c
le

ar
. 

Hu
m

an
 fo

ot
pr

in
t 

do
m

in
an

t. 

S
u

m
m

a
ry

 o
f 

R
e

s
u

lt
s

 
D

a
ta

 Y
e

a
r
: 

2
0

1
8

 

O
ut

 o
f t

he
 1

8k
m

 a
ss

es
se

d
, a

p
p

ro
xi

m
at

el
y 

28
%

 
o

f t
he

 s
ho

re
lin

e 
al

o
ng

 W
iz

ar
d

 L
ak

e 
is

 c
la

ss
ifi

ed
 

as
 e

it
he

r V
er

y 
Lo

w
 o

r 
Lo

w
 In

ta
ct

ne
ss

. W
hi

le
 

th
er

e 
ar

e 
se

ve
ra

l a
re

as
 a

lo
ng

 th
e 

sh
o

re
lin

e 
o

f 
W

iz
ar

d
 L

ak
e 

th
at

 h
av

e 
b

ee
n 

im
p

ac
te

d
 b

y 
p

re
vi

o
us

 la
nd

 d
ev

el
o

p
m

en
t, 

th
is

 la
ke

 a
ls

o 
ha

s 
a 

la
rg

e 
p

ro
p

o
rt

io
n 

(6
1 %

) 
an

d
 le

ng
th

 (1
0.

9 
km

) 
o

f 
it

s 
sh

o
re

lin
e 

th
at

 h
as

 b
ee

n 
cl

as
si

fie
d

 a
s 

H
ig

h 
In

ta
ct

ne
ss

. 

AL
LIA

NC
E 

W
iz

a
r
d

 
L

a
k

e
 

0
%

 

W
iz

a
r
d
 
L

a
k

e
 

0%
 

20
%

 
40

%
 

60
%

 
80

%
 

10
0%

 

S
tr

a
w

b
e

rr
y

 S
u

b
-W

a
te

rs
h

e
d

 

2
0

%
 

4
0

%
 

6
0

%
 

8
0

%
 

1
0

0
%

 

L
E

G
E

N
D

 

■
 L

a
k

e
 

W
a

te
rs

h
e

d
 

W
a

te
rs

h
e

d
 

B
o

u
n

d
a

ry
 

-
S

tr
e

a
m



IMPROVE WATER QUALITY by trapping sediments, 
filtering nutrients and pollutants, reducing enrichment 
that leads to increased aquatic plant and algal growth;

MITIGATE FLOODS AND DROUGHTS by storing and 
slowing the release of water and reducing erosion; 

IMPROVE BIODIVERSITY by providing fish and wildlife 
habitat and cooling water temperatures;

PROVIDE AESTHETICALLY PLEASING AREAS for 
recreation or cultural activities; and

ADD LOCAL ECONOMIC VALUE by increasing 
property values or providing areas for nature viewing.

Why are riparian  
areas important? 

Riparian Area

Upland
Shore
(exposed bed)

Bank

Bed
Current Water Level

Ordinary High Water Mark

Private Land Public Land

Where is a riparian area? 

How can you improve the health of your riparian area?
¡¡ Leave your shoreline natural—don’t remove any plants, 
grasses or aquatic vegetation as they all play an 
important role in keeping your lake healthy.

¡¡ If your shoreline has been cleared of vegetation, replant 
with native plants as much as possible and watch for 
invasive species. Report as appropriate. 

¡¡ Learn more about the health of your riparian area

¡¡ For larger areas, create a management plan to improve 
the intactness of the riparian area over time

¡¡ More resources are available at alberta.ca search 
“riparian”
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